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Presentation of Rules, Procedures, and Syllabus
All rules and procedures are outlined in the “Letter of Expectations” given to each student the first day of school.  This letter was read aloud, explained, and procedures were practiced.  I requested both the student and a parent/guardian sign this sheet, indicating that each has carefully reviewed the attached documents.  This signed copy is kept in the student’s classroom file.

I have carefully read the “Letter of Expectations” and syllabus.  I understand that my support of each outlined procedure helps to ensure successful completion of Biology.

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Student Signature



Date signed 
Parent/Guardian Signature


Date signed

________________________________________

________________________________________
Print Name 





Print Name
Please use ink to fill in the contact information below.

Parent Email: 









Parent Email 2









Telephone Numbers:
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Please circle one below:
[image: image2.wmf]“My preferred method of communication is”

1)email 2) telephone 3) US mail 4) in person
Additional comments: 








































Return this sheet


Thursday August 16, 2007



Return this sheet

Biology
Student Learning and Performance Contract

Student: Please carefully read the following statements, initial each box, and sign at the end of the document.

___I have read the syllabus and clarified any question(s) I have with my teacher.

___I understand that I must complete homework daily, prepare for course assessments, keep my portfolio updated, and meet other course requirements as indicated by my teacher.

___I acknowledge the value of mastery learning.  I will make every effort to keep my parent(s) informed of my progress in this course.  I understand that I must stay for academic assistance if any portion of my grade is below an 80.

___I understand that it is my responsibility to meet all deadlines.  Late assignments will have points deducted.

___I understand the attendance criteria in the syllabus.  I am aware that if I am tardy to class, I may have to make up the time I miss.

___I understand the penalties for cheating.  My signature on this form acknowledges that all work turned in from me this year is my own work.

___I have read the above statements carefully and agree to abide by all the criteria listed here and in the syllabus as a condition of successful completion of this course.

Student Name (printed):_________________________________
Student Signature:______________________________________
Date:__________________
Return this form to Mrs. King 


Biology

Welcome back!  I look forward to working with each of you this school year.  Please find below my class expectations and discipline plan.  After reviewing the attached information, please sign your name and return page one (1) on Thursday, August 16.

Rules for Student Behavior

My classroom expectations are designed to foster a classroom atmosphere in which students achieve at their maximum potential.

Class Expectations-

1.
Be in class on time each day.

2.
Show courtesy, respect, and consideration for others.

3.
Come prepared to learn every day.

a.
Bring all necessary materials, 

b.
Bring a positive attitude, and 

c.
Bring a need to succeed.

4.
Remain seated at all times unless granted permission otherwise.

5.
Never touch or disturb items that belong to Mrs. King

6.
Follow all school rules as outlined in the student handbook/agenda.

Group-work Procedures
1. Work within your assigned group only.

2. Limit your talking to your assigned group.

3. Limit your discussion to the task assigned within your group.

4. Maintain a low noise level.

Discipline Plan-

Consequences for violation of classroom expectations and group-work procedures are:

1.
Verbal warning

2.
Student conference (includes student contract)

3.
Parental notification

4.
Referral

5.
I reserve the right to refer severe cases to an administrator.

Communication with Parents

I believe that students function at an optimal level when the lines of communication between teacher, parent, and student are open and consistent.  Feel free to contact me regularly to monitor your child’s progress.  I will send home one Biology progress report each month.  Please be sure to sign the progress report and have the student return it the following day.  I will contact parents when a student has done exceptionally well on an assignment, if a student’s grade drops below 80%, or when the student’s conduct warrants parental notification.  The school provides mid-term grades and report cards.  If you have not done so recently, please call the school to update your contact information in the computer system,
Grading Procedures

Daily assignments will be graded by teacher inspection for completeness.

Short-Term assessments will be graded by teacher inspection for accuracy and completeness. 

Unit Assessments will be graded by teacher inspection for accuracy.

Student Records
Student records are maintained individually in a classroom file.  Grades will be recorded in an electronic grade book and database issued by the school district.  Monthly progress reports are generated from this database.
Attendance and Tardy Policies
Excessive tardiness is detrimental in the same way as an absence. Students who acquire three (3) tardies in my class are required to stay for one Biology academic assistance session.  Students not appearing will be issued a referral for class cutting.  Please note that a student who misses even a few days of class puts himself/herself at a severe disadvantage.  I, also, subscribe to the attendance and tardy policies outlined in the Greenville Technical Charter High School Student/Parent Handbook.  

Missed Work and Make-up Policy

All late assignments will have 10 points deducted for each day the assignment is not handed in.  Assignments received at the end of the period are considered late.  Students may make up work without penalty if they are absent on the day the assignment was announced or due.  Students have five days from the date they return to class to complete any missed work without penalty.  Major assignments are posted in the classroom and are announced well in advance of the due date.  Students must plan accordingly in the event of an absence.
Homework Policy

It is my policy to assign homework every night, Monday - Thursday.  Late homework will not be accepted unless an absence occurred on the day the assignment was announced or due.  Upon returning to class, students should refer to the “assignment board” to retrieve missed assignments, worksheets, announcements, and pertinent paperwork.
Rules for Student Behavior

Please refer to your copy of the “Letter of Expectations” on page two (2) of this handout.
Procedures for Non-Instructional Routines
Emergency Evacuation, Earthquake, Tornado, Fire, and Bomb plans are posted on the wall of the classroom near the exits and are practiced once per month in accordance with the SCDOE Standards on Emergency Preparedness.

Grade Level 10
Unit Credit: 1.25
	Instructor: Mrs. Kinja King

Room: 118
E-Mail: kking@gtchs.org
Study Session: Tuesday, 3:35 – 4:15 p.m.
	Instructor’s Daily Schedule

1st Biology
4th Planning
2nd Biology
5th Biology
3rd Biology
6th Biology


Course Description: Biology is the study of life. A biology student will study what living organisms are, the organisms’ similarities, and their differences. The student will investigate how all living organisms interact with each other, their surroundings, and the environment. They will also learn how scientists work through the scientific method, look at a problem objectively, and make intelligent decisions concerning biological issues.  They will develop an appreciation for the connections between Biology and other disciplines such as history and foreign language. Students are expected to use technology throughout the course, particularly interactive, dynamic software and web-based programs. This biology course will include inquiry-based instruction, allowing students to engage in problem solving, decision making, critical thinking, and applied learning. (source - http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/cso/standards/science/)

All biology courses are laboratory courses (minimum of 30 percent hands-on investigation).
Prerequisite:  successful completion of Physical Science and mastery of state-mandated science standards 

Required Textbook: Modern Biology.  Austin: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 2003.

Course Strategy: Students will learn the topics in the course description through individual or peer study and group or individual projects.

Core Academic Standards:
 Inquiry
 Structure and Function of Cells
 Flow of energy within and between living systems
 Molecular basis of heredity
 Biological Evolution and Diversity of Life
 Interrelationships of organisms with the biotic and abiotic components of their environments


Grading Scale:
         90 - 100
MASTERY






         80 - 89
PROFICIENCY 
            
 


         62 - 79
BELOW PROFICIENCY*
Weighting of Assignments:





Daily assignments - 20%





Short-term assessments - 30%

Unit assessments - 50%

Tasks Assigned Each
Homework (20%), Quizzes & Lab Reports (30%)
50%

Nine Weeks:


Portfolio**, Chapter Tests, Unit Tests***, Projects
50%

First Semester:

Average of 1st + 2nd Quarters:

90%
Midterm exam:    


10% 

Second Semester:

Average of 3rd + 4th Quarters:

100%
Yearly Grade:


Average of 2 semesters:

90%        

2nd semester exam:    


10% 

*Students are required to attend study sessions when their Biology average or one assessment grade falls “below proficiency.”
**The Portfolio will consist of 5 sections, separated by tab dividers:  1) Bell-work & Class-work; 2) Notes & Diagrams; 3) Homework; 4) Lab Reports; and 5) Graded Work.  Students must correct and parents must sign  all graded work.
***Each unit test is cumulative.

This is a tentative syllabus.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes and adjustments as necessary. If you would like more information on the South Carolina State Standards, please visit:

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/cso/standards/science/documents/ScienceStandardsNov182005_001.doc
https://www.ed.sc.gov/apps/cso/standards/supdocs_hs.cfm?

Required Materials
Note to Parents: Please “shop” at home first for items below.
Most students need a refill on items 1 and 3 by December.
Biology “toolkit” should include:
1) 1 set of mechanical pencils and extra lead, and a blue or black pen
2) 3-ring binder and 5 tab dividers,(1½ - 2-inch rings will hold 3 or more subjects)

3) 50+ sheets of copy paper and loose leaf notebook paper, and
4) 1 box of colored pencils.
Course Standards

BIOLOGY

Scientific Inquiry

Standard B-1:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of how scientific inquiry and technological design, including mathematical analysis, can be used appropriately to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions.

Indicators

B-1.1
Generate hypotheses based on credible, accurate, and relevant sources of scientific information. 

B-1.2
Use appropriate laboratory apparatuses, technology, and techniques safely and accurately when conducting a scientific investigation. 

B-1.3
Use scientific instruments to record measurement data in appropriate metric units that reflect the precision and accuracy of each particular instrument.  

B-1.4
Design a scientific investigation with appropriate methods of control to test a hypothesis (including independent and dependent variables), and evaluate the designs of sample investigations.

B-1.5
Organize and interpret the data from a controlled scientific investigation by using mathematics, graphs, models, and/or technology. 

B-1.6
Evaluate the results of a controlled scientific investigation in terms of whether they refute or verify the hypothesis.

B-1.7
Evaluate a technological design or product on the basis of designated criteria (including cost, time, and materials). 

B-1.8
Compare the processes of scientific investigation and technological design.

B-1.9
Use appropriate safety procedures when conducting investigations.

Standard B-2:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the structure and function of cells and their organelles.

Indicators

B-2.1
Recall the three major tenets of cell theory (all living things are composed of one or
 more cells; cells are the basic units of structure and function in living things; and all presently existing cells arose from previously existing cells). 

B-2.2
Summarize the structures and functions of organelles found in a eukaryotic cell (including the nucleus, mitochondria, chloroplasts, lysosomes, vacuoles, ribosomes, endoplasmic reticulum [ER], Golgi apparatus, cilia, flagella, cell membrane, nuclear membrane, cell wall, and cytoplasm). 

B-2.3
Compare the structures and organelles of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells.

B-2.4
Explain the process of cell differentiation as the basis for the hierarchical organization of organisms (including cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems). 

B-2.5
Explain how active, passive, and facilitated transport serve to maintain the homeostasis of the cell. 

B-2.6
Summarize the characteristics of the cell cycle: interphase (called G1, S, G2); the phases of mitosis (called prophase, metaphase, anaphase, and telophase); and plant and animal cytokinesis.

B-2.7
Summarize how cell regulation controls and coordinates cell growth and division and allows cells to respond to the environment, and recognize the consequences of uncontrolled cell division. 

B-2.8
Explain the factors that affect the rates of biochemical reactions (including pH, temperature, and the role of enzymes as catalysts). 

Standard B-3:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the flow of energy within and between living systems.
Indicators

B-3.1
Summarize the overall process by which photosynthesis converts solar energy into chemical energy and interpret the chemical equation for the process. 

B-3.2
Summarize the basic aerobic and anaerobic processes of cellular respiration and interpret the chemical equation for cellular respiration. 

B-3.3
Recognize the overall structure of adenosine triphosphate (ATP)—namely, adenine, the sugar ribose, and three phosphate groups—and summarize its function (including the ATP-ADP [adenosine diphosphate] cycle). 

B-3.4
Summarize how the structures of organic molecules (including proteins, carbohydrates, and fats) are related to their relative caloric values.

B-3.5
Summarize the functions of proteins, carbohydrates, and fats in the human body.

B-3.6
Illustrate the flow of energy through ecosystems (including food chains, food webs, energy pyramids, number pyramids, and biomass pyramids). 

Standard B-4:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the molecular basis of heredity.

Indicators

B-4.1
Compare DNA and RNA in terms of structure, nucleotides, and base pairs.

B-4.2
Summarize the relationship among DNA, genes, and chromosomes.

B-4.3
Explain how DNA functions as the code of life and the blueprint for proteins.

B-4.4
Summarize the basic processes involved in protein synthesis (including transcription and translation). 

B-4.5
Summarize the characteristics of the phases of meiosis I and II. 

B-4.6
Predict inherited traits by using the principles of Mendelian genetics (including segregation, independent assortment, and dominance).

B-4.7
Summarize the chromosome theory of inheritance and relate that theory to Gregor Mendel’s principles of genetics. 

B-4.8
Compare the consequences of mutations in body cells with those in gametes. 

B-4.9
Exemplify ways that introduce new genetic characteristics into an organism or a population by applying the principles of modern genetics. 

Standard B-5:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of biological evolution and the diversity of life.

Indicators

B-5.1
Summarize the process of natural selection. 

B-5.2
Explain how genetic processes result in the continuity of life-forms over time.

B-5.3
Explain how diversity within a species increases the chances of its survival.

B-5.4
Explain how genetic variability and environmental factors lead to biological evolution. 

B-5.5
Exemplify scientific evidence in the fields of anatomy, embryology, biochemistry, and paleontology that underlies the theory of biological evolution.

B-5.6  
Summarize ways that scientists use data from a variety of sources to investigate and critically analyze aspects of evolutionary theory.
B-5.7
Use a phylogenetic tree to identify the evolutionary relationships among different groups of organisms.

Standard B-6:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships among organisms and the biotic and abiotic components of their environments.

Indicators

B-6.1
Explain how the interrelationships among organisms (including predation, competition, parasitism, mutualism, and commensalism) generate stability within ecosystems. 

B-6.2
Explain how populations are affected by limiting factors (including density-dependent, density-independent, abiotic, and biotic factors). 

B-6.3
Illustrate the processes of succession in ecosystems. 

B-6.4
Exemplify the role of organisms in the geochemical cycles (including the cycles of carbon, nitrogen, and water). 

B-6.5
Explain how ecosystems maintain themselves through naturally occurring processes (including maintaining the quality of the atmosphere, generating soils, controlling the hydrologic cycle, disposing of wastes, and recycling nutrients).

B-6.6
Explain how human activities (including population growth, technology, and consumption of resources) affect the physical and chemical cycles and processes of Earth. 
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